
The Shroud of Turin 
 

 
 No. 1 ς Natural light image of the Shroud with blood and scourge marks enhanced in red. 

 
ά{ƻ WƻǎŜǇƘ ώƻŦ !ǊƛƳŀǘƘŜŀϐ ōƻǳƎƘǘ ǎƻƳŜ ƭƛƴŜƴ ŎƭƻǘƘ, 
took down the body, wrapped it in the linen, and 
placed it in a tomb cut out of the ǊƻŎƪΦέ St. Mark 15:46. 
We learn in St. Matthew 27:57 that Joseph was a rich 
man, so he likely would have purchased fine linen. He 
was assisted in the burial process by Nicodemus, who 
furnished about seventy-five pounds of myrhh and 
aloes. St. John 19:39. As depicted here, rigor mortis 
would likely have set in. See also, Figure 11. 
 

            No. 2  



 
Although the Shroud has been venerated as a relic of 
WŜǎǳǎΩ ŎǊǳŎƛŦƛȄƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ resurrection for centuries, it was 
not known until 1898 ς when Secondo Pia 
photographed the Shroud for the first time ς that the 
image on the linen is actually a photographic negative. 
This means that the adjacent άnegativeέ image is a 
positive image of the man in the Shroud. No medieval 
forger could possibly have had the foresight, much 
ƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ ǎƪƛƭƭΣ ǘƻ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ άǊŜǾŜǊǎŜŘέ ƛƳŀƎŜ ƻƴ 
the Shroud. 
 
This image is highly consistent with the Biblical 
account that Jesus was crowned with thorns, beaten 
about the face (note, particularly, the swollen right 
check and the probable broken nose) and had hair 
plucked from his beard (note the dark gap to the right 
of center of the chin. St.John 19:1-3. 
 
άI gave my back to the smiters, and my cheeks to them 
that plucked off the hair: I hid not my face from shame 
and spitting.έ Isaiah 50:6. 
 
άFor now we see through a glass darkly; but then face 
to face.έ I Corinthians 13:12. 

 
           No. 3 
 
The blood fƭƻǿ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƴΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘ side contains both red blood cells 
and ǎŜǊǳƳΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ŜƴǘƛǊŜƭȅ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ WƻƘƴΩǎ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ōƻǘƘ 
blood and water flowed from Jesus side when he was pierced by a Roman 
soldier to confirm death. The ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊΩǎ ǎǇŜŀǊ would have pierced the 
thoracic cavity, releasing sedimented blood first, followed by relatively 
clear serous fluid above it (which John reasonably could have interpreted 
as water). 
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ά.ǳǘ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ WŜǎǳǎ and found that he was already dead, 
ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ōǊŜŀƪ Ƙƛǎ ƭŜƎǎΦ LƴǎǘŜŀŘΣ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊǎ ǇƛŜǊŎŜŘ WŜǎǳǎΩ 
side with a spear, bring a sudden flow of blood and water. The man 
who saw it has given testimony, and his testimony is true. He knows 
that he tells the truth, and he testifies so that you also may believe.έ 
St. John 19:33-35. 
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Various methods were used to 
secure victims of crucifixion to 
the cross. If the soldiers desired 
to prolong suffering, the victim 
might only be tied to the cross. 
Occasionally, small footrests or 
seats were provided. 
 
The victim in the Shroud was 
clearly nailed to the cross 
without any other apparent 
support. 
 
Note that the blood flow on the 
left wrist is consistent with the 
direction that blood would 
have flowed while nailed to the 
cross. 
 
The nail location not only kept 
the victim from tearing away 
from the cross but would also 
have produced excruciating 
pain given its proximity to the 
median nerve. This also would 
have caused ǘƘŜ ǾƛŎǘƛƳΩǎ 
thumbs to contract inward 
involuntarily, which is 
consistent with the lack of 
thumbs in the image. 

 

 

    No. 6 
 
 

Notice the blood on the bottom of the right foot in 

Figure No. 1. Also, the left leg appears to be slightly 

ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ŀƴŘ άǎƘƻǊǘŜǊέ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ leg. This is consistent 

with nailing the feet to the cross as shown here. 

 ά¢ƘŜǎŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ 

fulŦƛƭƭŜŘΥ Ψbƻǘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ōƻƴŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ōǊƻƪŜƴΦΩέ St. John 

19:36, quoting Psalm 34:20. 
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In 1976, John Jackson, a United States Air Force 
officer, and Bill Mottern, a scientist from Sandia 
National Laboratory, used a VP-8 analog image 
analyzer to make a brightness map of the image on 
the Shroud. The resulting image revealed that 
three-dimensional information is encoded in the 
Shroud image. This outcome was so unexpected 
and unprecedented that it served as the inspiration 
for formation of the Shroud of Turin Research 
Project (STURP) in 1978. 
 
No medieval forger could possibly have created a 
2D image which had 3D information coded within 
it. In fact, this effect has never been replicated in 
any other 2D image despite numerous attempts to 
do so. 
 

     No. 8 ς Shroud Image by the VP-8 Image Analyzer 

 

 
As might be expected, this blood shows 
evidence of coagulation and capillary action in 
the Shroud fibers. However, the blood has 
remained unexpectedly red over the centuries. 
This is explained by the fact that the blood has 
high levels of bilirubin, which has caused the 
blood to retain its red coloration. High levels of 
bilirubin are frequently found in victims who 
have suffered severe trauma or torture. 

 

                No. 9 ς Blood on Shroud at the small of the back 
 
The Shroud image is exceedingly thin ς only 1/10 

the width of a human hair. Scientists have ruled 

out every known mechanism (such as painting, 

scorching or vapor deposition) for creating such 

an image. Surprisingly, neither intense heat from 

fire nor dousing with water have affected the 

image. Experts estimate that the only way to 

replicate such an image would be to expose linen 

to several billion watts of ultraviolet light for no 

more than 1/40 billionth of a second. This 

exceeds the combined wattage of all UV light 

sources in the world today, including high-

powered lasers. Certainly, no medieval forger had 

this technological capability. 

No. 10 ς Image-bearing thread fibers in the area of the bridge of the nose  


